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Sustainable engineering solutions

Add Better: GEA rolls out TUV-validated ecolabel for resource-efficient
solutions

— Add Better label promotes GEA sustainable solutions that are significantly more resource-
efficient than their predecessors

- Efficiency improvements are calculated according to ISO standards and validated by TUV
Rheinland, a global leader in independent testing, inspection and certification services

- Maximum transparency: GEA customers can access the data behind each Add Better label

— GEA’s AddCool Spray Dryer, Marine Separator and Dairy Robot are the first solutions to receive
the Add Better label

Dusseldorf, June 27, 2023 — GEA is rolling out the Add Better ecolabel to highlight GEA solutions —
including industrial machines, processes and plants — that are significantly more resource efficient
than their predecessors. The label provides customers with a detailed overview of the improvements
made, including how the Add Better product can help them reduce their ecological impact and
reduce operating costs. GEA’s Add Better product evaluation process — from data collection to
calculation and documentation — follows the 1ISO 14021:2016 requirements for environmental labels
and declarations. GEA’s approach has been validated by TUV Rheinland, one of the world’s leading

testing service providers.

“Every day, our purpose ‘Engineering for a better world’ drives us to develop solutions, that use less
energy, water and raw materials and produce less waste. The Add Better label identifies the most
significant advances we are making in this area,” says GEA Group CEO Stefan Klebert. “These
product upgrades can significantly improve our customers’ resource and operational efficiency as

well as help all of us achieve our sustainability targets.”

TOUV Rheinland validates GEA’s approach

The process underlying GEA’s Add Better label process meets the ISO requirements for self-
declared environmental claims, including specific evaluation and verification methodologies. The
first step in the process is the selection of the solution to be evaluated by an interdisciplinary team of
GEA experts, including a detailed description of the technology and its application. GEA then
defines the technical, geographical and temporal scope of the solution and its assessment. On this
basis, relevant data about the technology and its predecessor is collected and verified. The process
of data collection, calculation and detailed documentation of results was developed in collaboration
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with TUV Rheinland. As a final step, GEA’s Global Executive Committee reviews the results to make
sure the efficiency gains are significant enough to merit the Add Better label. The process is

designed to ensure optimum transparency for GEA customers.

“Innovative solutions are crucial in achieving global climate targets, reliable and trustworthy
ecolabels are increasingly relevant as a way to inform customers and provide guidance for
companies in their procurement process,” emphasizes Susanne Jorre, TUV Rheinland’s
sustainability expert who is leading GEA'’s project. “We were pleasantly surprised by GEA’s decision
to seek additional, external validation even though it is not necessary for this type of ecolabel.
However, from the onset of the process, it became very clear that for GEA sustainability is more

than just talk.”

Add Better helps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
Sustainability is one of GEA’s key levers for future growth. By designating 2023 the “Year of
Innovation in Sustainability”, GEA is striving to not only advance its climate action agenda but also

accelerate the transformation of the mechanical engineering industry.

"The most effective way to reduce overall emissions is to make machinery, equipment and
components more efficient for our customers. With the Add Better approach, we are also promoting
our internal product development," adds Dr. Nadine Sterley, GEA's Chief Sustainability Officer.
"Therefore, our first three Add Better solutions are just the beginning. Other products that enable

significant energy or water savings are already in the validation phase."

Three GEA solutions carry the Add Better ecolabel; portfolio to be continuously expanded
The label will now be applied to eligible solutions across GEA'’s vast product portfolio, starting with
GEA’s AddCool Spray Dryer, Marine Separator and Dairy Robot. GEA will continuously expand its
Add Better portfolio through the addition of new solutions. The pipeline for the next validation round

is already filled with proposals ranging from solutions for the bakery and beverage to the dairy

industry.
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These are the first three Add Better solutions:

AddCool Spray Dryer — a milestone in energy savings

Spray drying is an established industrial method for the manufacture of high-quality, stable powders.
In a milk powder processing plant, for example, the spray dryer is responsible for up to 70 percent of
the overall heating requirements, which typically rely on energy generated from fossil fuels. GEA’s
AddCool technology can reduce a plant’s primary energy consumption by up to 49 percent in
comparison to its predecessor. This corresponds to the average electricity consumption of
approximately 8,650 two-person households per year. This is achieved by integrating high-
temperature heat pump technology into existing spray drying processes, thereby dramatically

reducing the reliance on fossil fuels.

Marine Separator — water protection at sea

Separators are used for the clarification of liquids or the separation of liquid mixtures of different
densities. For the marine industry, centrifugal separators are deployed to purify fuel and lube oil as
well as to treat bilge water on board ships. GEA’s direct-drive Marine Separator consumes nine
percent less energy than its predecessor. The Marine Separator has also extended the maintenance
interval from 8,000 hours to 16,000 hours and reduced the workload for regular cleaning by 95

percent.

Dairy Robot — supporting sustainable farming

By combining process automation with digitalization, GEA is helping dairy farmers make their
operations more sustainable, flexible and easier to manage while improving animal welfare. The
Dairy Robot for automated milking requires up to 19 percent less energy compared to the
predecessor model. Combined with the energy savings, these enhancements result in significantly
more resource-efficient and economical milking to support next-generation dairy farming. Prior to
receiving the Add Better label, the Dairy Robot’s efficiency gains were also confirmed through
independent testing by the German Agricultural Society (Deutsche Landwirtschafts-Gesellschaft —
DLG).

GEA Group Aktiengesellschaft Media Relations 3/4
Peter-Mdller-Str. 12, 40468 Dusseldorf, Germany Anne Putz, +49 211 9136-1492
GEA.com pr@gea.com



e Engineering
G‘El"\ oot Press Release

NOTES TO THE EDITORS

— Further information about GEA’s Add Better label
- To the GEA Media Library

- Follow GEAon @ B2 B3

Media Relations

Anne Putz

Peter-Muller-Str. 12, 40468 Dusseldorf, Germany
Phone +49 211 9136-1500
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About GEA

GEA is one of the world's largest suppliers of systems and components to the food, beverage, and pharmaceutical industries.
The international technology group, founded in 1881, focuses on machinery and plants, as well as advanced process
technology, components, and comprehensive services. With more than 18,000 employees working across five divisions and
62 countries, the group generated revenues of more than EUR 5.1 billion in fiscal year 2022. GEA plants, processes,
components, and services enhance the efficiency and sustainability of production processes across the globe. They contribute
significantly to the reduction of CO2 emissions, plastic usage, and food waste. In doing so, GEA makes a key contribution
toward a sustainable future, in line with the company’s purpose: "Engineering for a better world".

GEA is listed in the German MDAX and the STOXX® Europe 600 Index and is also among the companies comprising the
DAX 50 ESG and MSCI Global Sustainability and the Dow Jones Sustainability Europe Indices.

More information can be found online at gea.com.
If you do not want to receive any further information from GEA, please send an e-mail to pr@gea.com.
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